LD List 2017 (as of 2/17/17)
1/4/17
LD 3 – This bill authorizes plantations to adopt ordinances that control the sale and use of
fireworks in the same manner that municipalities may control consumer fireworks.
LD 5 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed amendment to the state’s constitution to
provide that the state laws governing wildlife management may not be amended by the citizen
initiative process.
1/5/17
LD 7 – This bill amends the terms of a 1971 transfer of real estate in Bridgton from the state to
the town to allow the town to convey non waterfront portions of the parcel if the town
determines those lots to have no public use and provided the revenue from those sales is held in
trust for parks and recreational purposes of the town.
LD 9 – This bill prohibits the state or any municipality or other political subdivision of the state
from keeping a list or registry of privately owned firearms or the owners of those firearms. The
general prohibition does not apply to firearms that have been used in committing a violent crime
dangerous to human life or the persons convicted of such a violent crime.
LD 10 – Current law establishes a 120 day period of disqualification from receiving any General
Assistance (GA) benefits for a person who is found to have obtained GA by making a false or
fraudulent representation to the municipal administrator. This bill increases the disqualification
period to 24 months.
LD 11 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed amendment to the state’s constitution to
establish an uninfringeable right to hunt, fish and harvest game and fish, with such activities
subject only to laws enacted by the Legislature and rules adopted by the state agency designated
for fish and wildlife management.
LD 13 – This bill establishes an express duty for five medically-related licensing boards (e.g.,
Osteopathic Licensure, Social Worker Licensure, Dental Practice, etc.) to report known or
suspected incidents of sexual abuse of a client or patient to the Department of Health and Human
Services or a law enforcement agency if such incidents involve a licensee or a licensee’s
assistant.
LD 15 – This bill amends the procedure by which a town meeting may vote to exceed or increase
the established “property tax levy limit.” Under current law, the levy limit can be exceeded or
increased only by means of a separate article on the warrant specifically identifying the intent to
exceed the limit, and that vote must be conducted by written ballot. This bill removes the
obligations to have the vote placed on a separate article and to adopt that article by the written
ballot method.
1/9/17
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LD 18 – This bill establishes it as a crime if a person intentionally, knowingly or recklessly
exposes a law enforcement officer to a substance that could temporarily disable, disorient, impair
the sight or impair the breathing of the law enforcement officer.
LD 22 – In 2014, a number of archaic municipal licensing mandates were repealed in favor of a
general statute recognizing the inherent municipal authority to license the various activities as a
matter of home rule authority. The mandate to license roller skating rinks was inadvertently left
out of the list of repealed mandates. This bill repeals the mandate that municipalities license
roller skating rinks.
LD 23 – This bill repeals the provision of law that exempts from legislative review major
substantive rules that must be adopted to comply with federal law or to qualify for federal funds.
LD 26 – This bill reduces the statutorily established motor vehicle excise tax rates by 10% each
year beginning with 2018 registration years until the rates reach 50% of the current rates in 2022
and thereafter.
LD 28 – This bill allows a school bus to be equipped with a device that provides for alternate
flashing of the school bus’s headlights.
LD 30 – Current law requires any place licensed for the on-premise consumption of alcohol that
also provides entertainment (beyond playing music from a radio or other mechanical devise) to
first obtain a special amusement permit from the municipal officers. This bill authorizes those
facilities to provide for karaoke without first obtaining the special amusement permit.
LD 31 – Under the current terms of Maine’s constitution, supporters of a citizen initiative must
obtain signatures of registered voters statewide that number at least 10% of the total votes for
Governor in the most recent gubernatorial election. This bill sends out to the voters a proposed
amendment to the state’s constitution that would require the 10% requirement to be met in each
of the state’s two congressional districts.
1/10/17
LD 33 – This bill reduces the lifetime limit on receiving public assistance benefits through the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF). The current lifetime limit is 5
years. This bill reduces that limit to 3 years.
LD 36 – This bill establishes a limit on the duration of time certain persons can receive benefits
under the General Assistance program. That limit is no more than 9 months (275 days) every 5
years for applicants who are capable of working and who do not have any dependents.
LD 40 – This bill amends the law regarding the testing of drinking water in public schools in
three ways. Under current law, the testing does not have to be done in schools that get their water
through public drinking water systems. This bill requires the testing even in those schools if the
school building is more than 10 years old. The bill also requires the Department of Education to
make the testing information available to the public upon request and the testing of water in
nursery schools, even if provided by a public water supply, when the nursery school building is
older than 10 years.
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LD 44 – This bill lowers the age at which a person is allowed to carry a concealed handgun from
21 to 18 years of age.
LD 45 – This “concept draft” bill proposed to clarify ownership of a causeway linking Pelletier
Island on Long Lake near St. Agatha and Sinclair to the Beaulieu Road.
LD 47 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $40 million bond issue to make capital
improvements and purchase equipment for career and technical education centers for high school
students.
LD 51 – This bill makes three changes to the law governing the withdrawal of a single
municipality from a regional school unit. With respect to the elements of the withdrawal
agreement, the bill adds two additional requirements: (1) a plan for providing child nutrition
services in the schools operated by the petitioning municipality; and (2) the anticipated budget
for the first year of operation of those schools. The bill also establishes a 30-day period within
which the directors of the Regional School Unit must respond to a proposed agreement submitted
by the withdrawal committee, and directs the Commissioner of the Department of Education to
provide assistance with the negotiations between the withdrawal committee and the directors, if
requested to do so.
LD 52 – This bill provides an exemption from the general requirement that a person seeking to
obtain a hunting license show proof of having taken a hunter safety course for a veteran of the
Armed Services provided the veteran can show his or her 214 discharge form verifying military
service and honorable discharge.
LD 53 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed amendment to the state’s constitution that
would prohibit a person who collects signatures for a written petition for a people’s veto or for a
citizens’ initiative from being paid based upon the number of signatures the person collects.
1/11/17
LD 55 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to charge a fee to customers of the Kennebec Water
District to be used to restore the water quality of China Lake.
LD 58 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to limit the use of any grow light ballast that does not
comply with Federal Communication Commission rules and interferes with short-wave radio
transmissions.
LD 65 – This bill prohibits a person from being required to join a labor organization or pay any
labor organization dues or fees as a condition of employment.
LD 66 – This bill prohibits a public employer from deducting service fees or member dues owed
by an employee to a collective bargaining agent.
LD 67 – This bill provides a rebuttable presumption under the Workers’ Compensation laws that
an injury sustained by a firefighter or emergency medical services personnel occurred as a result
of that person’s employment as a firefighter or EMS worker if the injury occurs at any time after
the person receives notice of a fire or emergency and is in the process of responding.
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LD 70 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to allow municipal governing boards of three
members to perform official duties via technology, such as conducting meetings remotely.
LD 73 – This bill creates a new category of the Homestead property tax exemption for a “senior
homestead”, which is an household in which at least one of the applicants is 75 years of age or
older and has claimed the homestead as a permanent residence for 10 or more years. Qualifying
“senior homesteads” receive an additional $30,000 exemption to supplement the regular
homestead exemption (scheduled to be $20,000 for the FY 2018 tax year), and the
reimbursement rate for the senior homestead portion of the exemption is 100% of the lost tax
revenue to the municipality.
LD 74 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to realign the percentage of revenue from the sales
and income taxes that is transferred monthly from the General Fund to the Local Government
Fund under state-municipal revenue sharing.
LD 78 – This bill allows an unenrolled voter to vote in a primary election without having to
enroll in a political party. The unenrolled voter may only vote in one party’s primary election.
The bill directs the municipal election clerks to establish procedures to ensure that this
opportunity for unenrolled voters is provided.
LD 82 – This bill creates a 100% property tax exemption for the homestead of a veteran who can
provide certification from the Armed Forces of 100% disability and who receives benefits based
on a rating of 100% for a service-connected disability.
LD 83 – This bill repeals and replaces the process by which the State Registrar of Vital Statistics
may amend the birth certificate of a person when genetic testing identifies a parent who was not
known or listed at the time of the adult’s birth.
LD 86 – This bill repeals the element of current employment law that requires a person leaving
employment to make a demand for all earned compensation from the employer, at the office of
the employer, in order for the employer’s obligation to provide all earned compensation in a
reasonable time to be triggered.
LD 88 – This emergency bill delays the full implementation of the retail elements of the citizen
initiative that legalized recreational marijuana in Maine to February 1, 2018. The elements of the
initiative providing lawful but non-retail personal use and possession and the right to limited
levels of personal cultivation are not affected by the bill and the effective date for those
provisions of the initiative remains January 30, 2017.
As amended by Committee and enacted, this bill delays the full implementation of the
retail elements of the citizen initiative that legalized recreational marijuana in Maine to February
1, 2018. The bill also makes several targeted amendments to the elements of the initiative
providing for the lawful but non-retail personal use and possession and the right to limited levels
of personal cultivation. Specifically, the enacted bill: (1) amends the initiative’s definition of
marijuana and creates a separate definition of “marijuana concentrate”; (2) provides, as does the
initiative, that a person 21 years of age or older may possess or transfer to another such person
for no remuneration up to 2 and ½ ounces of marijuana or a combination of marijuana and
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marijuana concentrate which can include no more than 5 grams of concentrate; (3) limit the areas
where marijuana can be consumed to a private residence, including curtilage or on other private
property, not generally accessible by the public, and the person is explicitly permitted to
consume marijuana on that property; (4) prohibit the consumption of marijuana or marijuana
concentrate (a) in a motor vehicle in the public way, (b) in a private residence or on private
property used a as a day care or baby-sitting service during the hours of operation, and (c) in a
designated smoking area under the Workplace Smoking Act of 1985; (5) prohibit the possession
of edible retail marijuana products until February 1, 2018 unless the edible marijuana is a
product purchased for medical use; and (6) reinstates provisions of law repealed in the initiative
that establish certain civil violations for any person under the age of 21 possessing marijuana.
Emergency Enacted; PL 2017, c. 1 (1/27/17)
1/13/17
LD 90 – This bill amends the charter of the Rumford Water District to require that all proposed
commercial contracts for water extraction or water resale be subject to a ratification vote by the
voters of the district.
LD 93 – Current law requires the state’s purchasing agents to purchase cars and light duty trucks
for state government that meet certain miles-per-gallon standards. The standards are 45 miles per
gallon for cars and 35 miles per gallon for trucks, and vehicles purchased for law enforcement
purposes and other specialty purposes are exempt from the requirement. This bill removes the
exemption for law enforcement and other specialty vehicles and applies the purchasing standard
to all county and municipal governments as well.
LD 94 – This bill requires all revenue raised by a law enforcement agency that auctions or sells
confiscated firearms to be dedicated to educational programs taught by law enforcement officers
to students in the public schools that target prevention of substance abuse, violence or high risk
behaviors.
LD 98 – This bill eliminates the requirement that a person with a hunting license obtain a special
wild turkey hunting permit, increases the number of wild turkeys that can be taken in each of the
two turkey hunting seasons, and allows the registration of taken turkeys to be conducted
electronically or by telephone.
LD 101 – This bill establishes a separate county reimbursement fund within an existing county
reimbursement fund known as the Government Operations Surcharge Fund for the purpose of
reimbursing county governments for transporting persons from the point of arrest to the county
jail. The County Jail Transportation Reimbursement Fund is capitalized with 0.5% of the total
fines, forfeitures, penalties and surcharges that are dedicated to the larger Government
Operations Surcharge Fund. The bill authorizes municipal law enforcement officers having
custody over a person pursuant to an arrest to request that the county sheriff transport the
arrested person to the county jail. The county sheriffs are directed to honor those requests. The
bill further authorizes the county sheriffs to seek reimbursement for the costs of that
transportation from the arrested person. If that attempt at financial recovery is unsuccessful, the
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county is authorized to apply for reimbursement from the County Jail Transportation
Reimbursement Fund.
LD 102 – This bill requires the courts to impose a fine on all persons convicted of a crime under
the Maine Criminal Code that is equal to the actual costs of investigation and prosecution of the
crime for which the person is convicted, including the related costs incurred by a law
enforcement agency provided the law enforcement agency requests payments of the costs. The
financial penalty must be imposed regardless of the financial incapacity of the convicted person
to pay the fine and unpaid portions of the fine must be included in any terms of that person’s
subsequent probation. The fines collected must be disbursed to the various agencies (attorney for
the state, law enforcement agencies, etc.) that identified costs related to the investigation and
prosecution of the crime.
LD 104 – This bill amends the charter of the Kittery Water District.
LD 105 – This bill establishes an office with the Department of Health and Human Services to
coordinate the efforts of law enforcement, health care, treatment programs and education
initiatives to combat opiate addiction.
LD 107 – This bill repeals the 24-month limit on MaineCare coverage or reimbursement for
certain drugs used to treat opioid addiction.
LD 108 – This bill authorizes law enforcement agencies and municipal fire departments to seek
and receive cost-based reimbursement from a person to whom the agencies administered
naloxone hydrochloride to prevent a fatal opioid overdose.
LD 110 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to address the problem of excess populations of deer
in island and coastal communities.
LD 116 – This bill increases the sales tax rate applied to the short-term rental of automobiles and
light duty trucks from 10% to 15%. The title of the bill suggests the additional revenue would be
used to fund multimodal transportation, but that dedication is not established in the terms of the
bill.
LD 117 – This bill amends the Farm and Open Space tax law to provide that when a person
wishes to add contiguous property to his or her existing Farmland enrollment, the landowner
must demonstrate to the municipal assessor that the contiguous parcel separately meets the
qualifying standards for enrollment apart from the acreage to which it is to be added.
LD 118 – This bill requires a person under 18 years of age who is either operating a moped or a
passenger on a moped to wear protective headgear.
LD 119 – This bill amends the law regarding the placement of signs in the public right of way.
That law was significantly amended in 2016 to achieve “content neutrality” in order to comply
with a U.S. Supreme Court decision which sharply limited the ability of governments to regulate
roadside signage on the basis of sign content. Under current law, roadway “informational’ signs
may not be placed in the right of way for more than 6 weeks in any calendar year and each sign
must include the name and address of the individual, entity or organization that placed the sign,
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as well as the designated time period within which the sign will be maintained in the right of
way. For the purpose of accommodating political signs, this bill repeals the requirement that the
sign contain information about the persons responsible for placing the sign and allows all signs
to be maintained in the right of way for up to 12 weeks in a calendar year, with a maximum of 6
weeks before the event to which the signs relate.
LD 120 – Without amending the financial penalties associated with simultaneously operating a
motor vehicle and text messaging, this bill establishes an automatic 90 day suspension of the
operator’s driver’s license for each offense.
LD 121 – This bill establishes a requirement that a person present to the municipal election clerk
a photographic identification document or card issued by the state government, federal
government or college or university located in the state. Persons without a photographic
identification card are allowed to vote on a provisional ballot and a process is established for
such a provisional ballot to be ultimately submitted if the voter can provide a photographic
identification within 5 business days after the election. A temporary authority is also created (to
be repealed immediately after the 2018 general election) for a municipal clerk to verify the
identity of a voter by affidavit for voters who do not possess photographic identification.
1/17/17
LD 125 – This bill prohibits emergency medical treatment providers from performing
resuscitation on a person when an indelible DNR mark (indicating ‘do not resuscitate’) is on the
person’s chest.
LD 127 – This resolve provides for legislative review of a “major substantive” rule of the
Department of Education, portions of Chapter 101, Maine Unified Special Education Regulation
Birth to Age 20.
LD 128 – Current law prohibits a person from cutting or transporting Christmas trees or
evergreen boughs taken from the land of another person without written permission, and
gradually expands the level of the crime depending on the value of the evergreen material taken.
This bill adds to that law the harvesting of edible wild food.
LD 129 – This bill amends the definition of debt service costs within the Essential Programs and
Services school funding model the cost of locally funded major capital projects for school
construction that are not approved by the State Board of Education.
LD 131 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to amend the laws governing biomass facilities in
order to help the biomass industry succeed.
LD 133 – This bill restores the percentage of state sales and income tax revenue dedicated to the
municipal revenue sharing program to its historical level of 5% over a three year period. The
current but temporarily established level of 2% is increased by the bill to 3% for FYL 2018, 4%
for FY 2019 and 5% for FY 2020 and thereafter.
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1-18-17
LD 137 – This bill creates a traffic infraction, subject to a fine of $175, for operating a motor
vehicle with snow or ice on the front windshield, rear windshield, or side wing mirror that
obstructs the operator’s clear view.
LD 138 – This bill amends the law governing the sex offender registry to include any person
who is a teacher, employee or other official having instructional, supervisory or disciplinary
authority in an educational institution who is convicted of the offense of gross sexual assault,
unlawful sexual contact or unlawful sexual touching and the victim, regardless of age, is a
student over whom the employee has control.
LD 140 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $10 million bond issue to financially assist
municipalities and multi-municipal regions in unserved and underserved areas in the expansion
and enhancement of high-speed broadband internet infrastructure.
LD 141 – This “concept draft” bill proposes that an appellate body or process be created to
which a victim of theft of money or merchandise can appeal if the investigating law enforcement
agency determines that the matter is civil and declines to bring criminal charges against the
offender.
LD 142 – This bill establishes within the Maine State Police the responsibility to establish,
operate and maintain a sexual assault forensic examination kit tracking system. The bill provides
that law enforcement agencies, health care providers, prosecutors and other entities in the
possession of a forensic examination kit must have access to the tracking system for the purposes
of entering, updating and tracking the status and location of the kit.
LD 143 – This bill appropriates from the state’s General Fund $25 million for each year of the
FY 2018-2019 biennium for the purpose of capitalizing the School Revolving Renovation Fund
to be used to upgrade learning spaces in school buildings and for other necessary repairs
approved by the Commissioner.
LD 144 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to establish a comprehensive, evidence-based pilot
project in selected Piscataquis County communities and schools with the goal of reducing the
harmful effects of substance abuse disorder and addiction.
LD 146 – This bill, which tracks similar confidentiality provisions for the personal information
of state employees, provides that the record or the portion of the record in the municipal
employer’s possession of an employee’s age, ancestry, ethnicity, genetic information, national
origin, race or skin color, marital status, mental or physical disabilities, personal contact
information, personal payroll management decisions, religion, sex or sexual orientation and
social security information is confidential and not a public record.
LD 150 – Under current law governing municipal appropriations to support an incorporated
volunteer fire department, the municipal officers are authorized to issue their warrant to the
treasurer to pay appropriations of $1,000 or less without itemizing or specifying the purposes of
the appropriation. This bill repeals that authority.
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LD 151 – This resolve authorizes the Commissioner of the Department of Administrative and
Financial Services to sell certain property formerly occupied by the Maine Forest Service to the
Town of St. Agatha for $1.
LD 153 – This bill prohibits a person who is receiving methadone for treatment of opioid
dependency or as a pain medication from operating a motor vehicle until the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles has received a medical report stating that the person is no longer receiving methadone
treatment.
LD 155 – This bill requires the municipal registrar of voters to verify residency when a voter
registration application lists a residence address as a dormitory or domicile provide by or located
on the campus of a postsecondary educational institution. Residency is considered established
under the bill if the applicant’s state identification card or driver’s license lists the same address
as the address on the registration application or that the applicant has a motor vehicle registered
in the state or that the applicant pays personal income tax or property tax to the state.
1/19/17
LD 163 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to enact measures designed to strengthen the
enforcement of Maine’s laws governing labor and employment.
LD 164 – This bill amends the law governing the legalization of recreational marijuana to
require all marijuana and marijuana products sold at retail to be in “tamper-evident” packaging.
LD 165 – This bill appropriates $3 million from the state’s General Fund in FY 2018 to provide
municipalities one-time funds to match federal funding under the Community Development
Block Grant program.
LD 167 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to find sources of revenue to fund animal control
officers and animal shelters.
LD 168 – This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to install a blinking yellow
caution light on Route 161 in the Town of New Sweden.
LD 169 – This bill requires prosecutors and all law enforcement agencies that have jurisdiction
over an alleged or suspected gross sexual assault to provide certain written information to the
alleged victim, retain the results and reports associated with a forensic examination of the victim
for the duration of the statute of limitations governing the offense, and provide formal notice to
the alleged victim at least 60 days before the ultimate destruction of those records. The written
information to be provided to the alleged victim at the time of the allegation or suspicion of gross
sexual assault includes informing the alleged victim of the right to undergo a forensic
examination and the right to receive the results and any report resulting from the examination.
LD 170 – This bill requires a party to the filing of an application for a marriage license who
intends to change his or her name upon marriage to include the proposed new name of that party.
The bill also provides that in that circumstance, the new name indicated on the license becomes
effective upon the solemnization of the marriage and the completion of the marriage certificate.
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LD 172 – Current law allows a police vehicle to utilize blue emergency lights or a combination
of blue and white emergency lights. This bill authorizes the additional use of red emergency
lights on police vehicles.
1/23/17
LD 174 – This bill controls the use of pesticides on school grounds and athletic fields. For all
school grounds other than athletic fields, the bill allows the use of pesticides only: (1) to control,
repel or eliminate stinging or bighting insects when there is an urgent threat to the health or
safety of a student or staff member, or (2) in response to the presence of animals or insects
identified as a public health nuisance by the Maine Center for Disease Control or a local public
health officer. For athletic fields, the bill allows pesticides to be use in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions when determined necessary by the school for the health and safety of
the field and students.
LD 178 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $5 million bond issue to provide state cost
sharing of at least 50% on public water projects that correct downstream pollutions issues from
rainfall and snowmelt deposits and provide contractor jobs and public safety improvements
through improved storm water management and improved water quality.
LD 179 – This bill changes the offense of creating a police standoff from a civil violation to a
Class E crime. The bill also removes an allowance in current law for a person involved in a
police standoff to avoid being charged by surrendering within 30 minutes of being ordered to
surrender.
LD 182 – With certain exceptions, this bill prohibits a person from selling or offering for sale
new upholstered furniture containing more than 0.1% of a flame retardant chemical or 0.1% of a
mixture that includes flame retardant chemicals. The exception is upholstered furniture
purchased for public use in public facilities that meets a certain California flammability standard.
LD 183 – This bill requires certificates of death to be filed using the electronic death registration
system maintained by the State Registrar of Vital Statistics. The requirement does not apply to
death certificates filed by family members and domestic partners of the deceased.
LD 191 – This bill establishes a 3-day all-terrain vehicle registration reciprocity with the
Canadian provinces of New Brunswick and Quebec. The reciprocity system begins on July 1,
2018 and provides for a one-time annually, 3 consecutive day period (2 days of which are
weekend days) during which a nonresident with a valid registration from either of the provinces
may operate their ATV in Maine provided their province allows for a similar cross-border
opportunity.
LD 195 – The state’s “Good Samaritan” law provides a qualified immunity from liability to
people who, without expectation of compensation, provide first aid, rescue or emergency
treatment to a person who is unconscious, ill or in need of rescue assistance. This bill expands
the protection from liability to people, non-profit organizations or faith-based organizations that
voluntarily provide housing or shelter to a homeless person.
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LD 196 – This bill creates a public records exemption under the Freedom of Access Act to
protect the confidentiality of personal information of participants in community well-being
check-in programs, sometimes referred to as “Good Morning” programs. The bill provides that
any records of the participants’ personal information, including health information, that may be
shared with local law enforcement or other designated first responders wo are operating the
program are not public records.
LD 200 – This bill allows a municipal shellfish conservation warden who has completed the
training required to make arrests to seize and sell any marine organism taken in connection with
an alleged violation of a shellfish conservation ordinance. The proceeds of such a sale must be
held by the municipality pending disposition. In the case of a conviction or adjudication of
having committed a violation, the proceeds must be used by the municipality to support its
shellfish conservation program. Otherwise, the proceeds must be returned to the person.
LD 202 – This bill eliminates the authority of a municipality to adopt a shellfish conservation
program and ordinance and prohibits a municipality from adopting or enforcing any ordinance
that regulates shellfish, provides protections from shellfish predators or authorizes municipal
officials to open or close flats. DEAD
LD 204 – This bill exempts from the motor vehicle excise tax an automobile owned by a veteran
who has been diagnosed with ALS.
LD 207 – This resolve designates a bridge on Route 191 in East Machias the Norman E. Bagley
Memorial Bridge.
LD 208 – This bill exempts vehicles hauling animal bedding from posted road restrictions
imposed by the Department of Transportation, counties or municipalities.
LD 209 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to make changes to the laws regarding categorical
signs to adjust the time, placement and content restrictions imposed on temporary signs placed
within a public right of way.
LD 211 – This bill changes the annual requirement for non-commercial motor vehicles to
undergo a safety inspection to a biannual requirement.
LD 212 – Currently in Maine’s Constitution, citizen initiatives and “peoples’ veto” initiatives
can be advanced to the voters if the initiative receives a number of signatures, statewide, from
registered voters equally or exceeding 10% of the number of voters who cast ballots in the most
recent gubernatorial election. This bill requires that the 10% standard be met in all 35 of the
state’s senate districts.
LD 215 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to further regulate the cultivation, transportation,
sale and possession of marijuana and marijuana products by established a tiered state licensing
system for possession and cultivation based on quantity, requiring a state license for
transportation within the state, prohibiting the possession or use of marijuana among certain
professionals or employee groups, and allowing nonresidents to purchase a temporary possession
license.
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LD 216 – This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to place signs on Interstate 95
directing motorists to the Town of Lincoln.
LD 217 – This bill requires that when a person is imprisoned in a county jail for longer than 9
months, the Commissioner of the Department of Corrections may either have the prisoner
transferred to a state correctional facility or choose to keep the prisoner in the county jail, in
which case the county must be reimbursed on a per diem basis. The bill also provides that when
a term of probation is vacated, the person convicted of the crime must be returned to the place in
which he or she was imprisoned prior to release on probation.
LD 218 – This bill provides that in any criminal action in the Unified Criminal Docket, as
determined by the court to be appropriate to the defendant and to make sound fiscal sense, an
arraignment or hearing may be held by means of audiovisual telecommunications.
LD 219 – This bill clarifies the definitions of “available resource” and “potential resource” under
the General Assistance program and establishes that an applicant who voluntarily abandons or
refuses to use an available resource without just cause, or who forfeits the available resources
due to fraud, an intentional program violation or the applicant’s refusal to comply with rules
associated with the available resource, is ineligible to receive general assistance for a period of
120 days from the date the applicant abandoned or refuses the resource. The bill identifies a
variety of circumstances that constitute “just cause”.
LD 220 – This bill provides that a person who is no longer eligible for benefits from the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF) because of reaching the 5-year
lifetime limit is also ineligible to receive General Assistance until that person has not received
any TANF benefits for at least 5 years.
LD 221 – This bill repeals a recently enacted provision of General Assistance law that provides
when an applicant applies for benefits within 45 days of being released from a correctional
facility , the municipality of financial responsibility for a period of 12 months is the municipality
of the applicant’s residence immediately prior to incarceration.
LD 231 – This bill provides express municipal authority to adopt ordinances that either limit the
cultivation of either medical or recreational marijuana to certain geographic locations within the
municipality or prohibit the cultivation of marijuana within the municipality altogether.
1/24/17
LD 234 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to clarify the status of a certain section of the
Pelletier Road in the Town of Frenchville as a town way.
LD 235 – This bill repeals the service provider tax, which is a form of the state’s sales tax
applied to certain service providers.
LD 236 – This bill amends the section of law governing the location and construction of highway
curb cuts in order to repeal outdated language and conform with the federal Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990.
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1/25/17
LD 237 – This bill authorizes the establishment of a state bank for the purposes of supporting job
creation and economic development in the state by increasing access to capital for businesses and
farms, providing stability the state’s financial sector and to reduce costs paid by the state for
basic banking services. The bill also authorizes the creation of county banks and municipal
banks, for the same purposes.
LD 238 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to amend the Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act.
LD 239 – Current General Assistance law includes a general requirement for banks or similar
financial institutions to provide account balance information to the state or to a municipal
General Assistance administrator for persons who have applied or are receiving General
Assistance. An exemption is provided, however, for national banks, which do not have to
provide that information upon request. This bill repeals that exemption.
LD 242 – This bill allows additional auxiliary lights on the front of a motorcycle.
1/27/17
LD 243 – This emergency bill changes the state licensing authority under the Marijuana
Legalization Act from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Director
of the Bureau or Alcohol Beverages and Lottery Operations with the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services. The bill also creates a fund to cover the costs of the rule
making process to be undertaken by the Director and capitalizes the fund with an appropriation
of $1.6 million.
1/30/17
LD 247 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to implement changes to the Participating Local
District Consolidated Retirement Plan (PLD) administered by the Maine Public Employees
Retirement System based on recommendations of the PLD Advisory Committee.
LD 248 – This bill exempts certain veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces who served as military
police officers from basic law enforcement training by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy
provided the veteran’s military experience and education meet certain criteria.
LD 251 – This bill amends the law regarding refusal to submit to arrest or detention by adding a
new category of that offense, which is to engage in a physical action that delays or interferes
with the lawful arrest, established as a Class E crime.
LD 256 – This bill directs the Maine Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to convene a
stakeholder group to evaluate whether the current method of collecting funds to support the
telecommunications education access fund, which provides resources to connect the state’s
public schools and libraries to high speed internet, is competitively neutral, equitable and
sustainable. The PUC’s report with the stakeholder group’s recommendations must be submitted
to the Legislature by January 30, 2018.
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LD 257 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to establish measures to allow municipalities,
working cooperatively with electrical utilities, to create “microgrids”, which are described in the
concept draft proposal as electricity distribution systems consisting of distributed energy sources,
including demand management, storage and generation and loads capable of operating in parallel
with, or independently from, the main power grid.
LD 258 – This bill amends the charter of the Southwest Harbor Water and Sewer District.
LD 262 – This “concept draft” bill proposes allowing the transfer of public assistance and other
financial benefits to a relative caregiver of a child when the child’s parent or guardian is unable
to care for the child.
LD 275 – This bill expands eligibility for complimentary hunting, trapping and fishing licenses
to include nonresident disabled veterans who hold valid hunting or fishing licenses in their state
of residence.
LD 277 – This bill provides an exemption to the requirement that a passenger under 18 years of
age on an all-terrain vehicle wear protective headgear when a parent, grandparent or legal
guardian is operating the ATV and the passenger is under 8 years of age and sitting beside the
operator on an ATV equipped with side-by-side seating.
LD 280 – This bill adds tax-exempt, nonprofit regional public transportation agencies to the
Maine Tort Claims Act, which limits liability for governmental entities.
LD 289 – This bill extends the veteran’s homestead exemption, which is currently provided to
veterans over the age of 62 who served during federally recognized periods of war, to all
honorably discharged veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces over the age of 62.
LD 291 – This bill lowers the top marginal income tax rate for all resident individuals with
taxable income over $200,000 from the current 7.15% to 4.15%. Under the terms of the school
funding initiative adopted by the voters last November, that rate would then be subject to a 3%
surcharge, bringing the actually effective rate back up to 7.15%.
LD 292 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $50 million bond issue for the purpose of
investing in Maine’s rail infrastructure and expand passenger rail service.
LD 293 – This bill requires vehicles propelled or drawn by a horse during nighttime to be
equipped with an orange and red reflector of specified dimensions which must be placed on the
vehicle between 2 and 6 feet off the ground.
LD 294 – This resolve names the bridge that spans the Penobscot River in the towns of Enfield
and Howland the King’s Bridge.
LD 297 – This “concept draft” bill deals with triggers that compel statewide recounts of election
results to be done by the Secretary of State’s Office and proposes to increase the number of voter
signatures required to compel a statewide recount, lower the threshold for a free statewide
recount, and provide the Secretary of State’s Office with rule-making authority over the
processes for multicounty and statewide recounts.
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LD 298 – This bill prohibits all agencies of state government, counties, municipalities and other
political subdivisions from expending public resources to influence the outcome of an election of
a person to public office, a statewide citizens initiative, a people’s veto referendum or any other
statewide referendum, other than to provide impartial, factual summaries regarding what is at
issue, with a listing of the arguments both for and against the issue on the ballot and without
providing an opinion or conclusion regarding the outcome.
LD 299 – With respect to proposed bond issues put before the voters on a statewide ballot,
current law provides that the printed informational summaries of the State Treasurer regarding
the total amount of bonded indebtedness and the amount of authorized but not yet issued bonds,
etc., must either be printed directly on the ballot or printed separately from the ballot and posted
at the polling place outside the guardrail. This bill requires that the Treasurer’s information must
be both printed on the ballot and posted separately outside the guardrail.
LD 301 – This bill prohibits the issuance of a license under the Marijuana Legalization Act to an
applicant that would operate a retail marijuana establishment or social club located within 2,000
feet of the property line of any pre-existing public or private school serving children from
prekindergarten to grade 12.
LD 307 – This “concept draft” proposes to facilitate the implementation of mobile narcotic
treatment programs in Maine’s rural counties in order to ensure access to treatment for patients
who reside remotely from established narcotic treatment programs.
LD 310 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to amend the provisions of the Marijuana
Legalization Act, as adopted by the voters, in unspecified ways.
LD 311 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to eliminate certain corporate tax expenditures and
use the savings to reduce individual income tax rates.
LD 314 – This bill permits the use of a combination of blue and red emergency lights on police
vehicles and on certain other vehicles used by law enforcement, corrections and court security
personnel. DEAD
LD 316 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $50 million bond issue for the
enhancement of existing railway service and for the expansion of railway service.
LD 317 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $100 million bond issue to improve the
state’s highways, bridges and multimodal transportation facilities.
LD 318 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $6 million bond issue to provide
partnership funds and matching grants for geospatial data acquisition to communities that are
creating or improving digital parcel maps for the purpose of accurately identifying existing
boundaries and land use, identifying potential community development areas and protecting
environmental resources.
LD 319 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $25 million bond issue to enhance
investments in economic revitalization, environmental improvements and community betterment
projects along the rivers of the state.
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LD 321 – This bill creates the Class E crime of criminal trespass in a public school building for
persons who are not authorized to be on the school property and who have been asked not to
enter the property or, if already on the property, have been asked to leave. The bill defines the
various categories of “authorized person”.
LD 322 – This bill requires secondary schools to provide instruction in civics as part of the
requirements for graduation.
LD 328 – This bill appropriates $25 million from the General Fund for FY 2018 to capitalize the
Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services.
LD 329 – Current law requires newspapers to provide a publicly accessible website containing
the legal notices that are submitted to the newspaper for publication that may be accessed for free
by the general public. That law also requires a statewide association of newspapers to provide a
statewide repository of those notices as well as an email notification service when there are
additions made to the repository. All of these requirements, however, are scheduled to be
repealed on January 1, 2018. This bill removes that “sunset clause”, thereby retaining the
newspapers’ obligations to maintain these legal notices websites.
1/31/17
LD 332 – This emergency bill expressly establishes that a Maine search warrant or grand jury
subpoena may compel production of records of a provider of electronic communication service
or remote computing service even if the provider is outside of the state. The bill also establishes
a procedure for service of that type of legal process.
2/1/17
LD 333 – This bill changes the way the Commissioner of the Department of Education is
selected. Under current law, the Governor appoints the Commissioner who must be confirmed by
the Legislature. Under this bill, the state board of education selects the Commissioner, in
consultation with the Governor, and the person selected by the state board undergoes the
Legislature’s confirmation process. Once confirmed, the Commissioner serves for a three-year
term, which can be extended one year by the state board. The Commissioner also would undergo
an annual performance evaluation by the state board.
LD 334 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to amend the provisions of the Fund to Advance
Public Kindergarten to Grade 12 Education, which was created as part of the school funding bill
adopted by the voters last November, in order to clarify terminology and uses of the Fund.
LD 337 – This bill repeals the two central elements of the school funding bill adopted by the
voters last November: (1) the 3% income tax rate surcharge imposed on taxable income of
$200,000 or more; and (2) the Fund to Advance Public Kindergarten to Grade 12 Education.
LD 338 – This bill provides a motor vehicle excise tax exemption for veterans who are receiving
benefits based on 100% permanent service-related disability.
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LD 343 – This bill establishes as a Class E crime the offense of discharging a fire arm within 300
feet of a state-owned boat launching ramp, with an exception for law enforcement officers in the
performance of their duties.
LD 349 – This bill establishes a stewardship program for discarded mattresses. Following a
relatively standard stewardship program structure, the manufacturers of mattresses or an
association of those manufacturers are required to submit a plan to the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) for the establishment of the stewardship program within a year
of the effective date of the legislation. Ten required elements of that plan are detailed in the bill.
Once the submitted plan is approved by the DEP, the operator of the plan will begin
administering the program which allows any mattress retailer, wholesaler, municipality or solid
waste management facility to voluntarily serve as a collection location for discarded mattresses.
The operator of the stewardship plan must underwrite all costs of pick-up and transportation
from the collection sites, and the collection sites may not charge fees of any kind to those
depositing the mattress for the collection service, nor may the operators or collection sites
discriminate with respect to the brand-name mattresses they accept or transport. The program is
paid for by a separate assessment, as approved by the DEP, on the sale of all mattresses in the
state.
2/2/17
LD 350 – This bill repeals the law that requires a firearms dealer who sells, lets or loans a
firearm to make a copy of the form the dealer must keep pursuant to federal law and to show that
copy to a law enforcement officer or prosecuting attorney.
LD 351 – This bill authorizes municipalities to adopt ordinances that prohibit the carrying of a
dangerous weapon at municipal public proceedings and voting places within the municipality,
with the exception to allow the carrying of handguns by law enforcement officers.
LD 354 – This bill provides that the allowance for restoration to service after retirement enacted
in 2011 for state employees and teachers applies to school superintendents, assistant
superintendents, principals and assistant principals. Specifically, the bill provides that as of
October 1, 2017, those school administrators who have reached normal retirement age and who
have retired after September 1, 2011 may be restored to service as a school administrator for a
maximum of ten years.
LD 355 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to enact measures designed to increase the speed
with which the state reimburses school systems for unexpected spikes in special education costs.
LD 359 – This bill requires all non-motorized watergoing vessels, boats, canoes or craft,
excepting houseboats, to be fitted with an “invasive species” sticker obtained in the same way as
motorized watercraft registrations for a fee of $5.00, 25 cents of which is retained by the agent
issuing the sticker. The fees collected by the state are dedicated to the Invasive Aquatic Plant and
Nuisance Species Fund.
LD 366 – This bill is a prohibition of a prohibition. The bill prohibits all state and local
governmental agencies from prohibiting or restricting in any way their law enforcement
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personnel or any other employees or officials from sending, requesting or receiving information
regarding the lawful or unlawful citizenship or immigration status of any individual to or from
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, or otherwise maintaining or exchanging that
information with other governmental entities for other purposes such as public assistance
benefits, licensing purposes, verification of residency or identity, etc. The bill directs the Maine
Attorney General to investigate all complaints of violation of this prohibition or restriction from
any resident or legislator in the state, and upon a finding that such a violation occurred, the
governmental entity would be immediately ineligible to receive any money that would otherwise
be remitted to it by the state. In the event the Attorney General refuses to investigate a complaint,
the bill provides a private right of action by a complainant in Superior Court.
LD 368 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to provide certain state income and employment tax
incentives (i.e., reductions) and property tax reductions to businesses that are currently investing
outside of the U.S. and taxed at lower federal-level rates but elect to repatriate their investments
in Maine. The state and local tax incentives would be provided for a 10 year, phased-out period
to offset the increased federal taxes those businesses would pay on their repatriated income.
LD 370 – This bill authorizes a municipality with a shellfish conservation program to designate a
shellfish conservation area where harvesting any marine organism is prohibited provided the noharvesting conservation area surrounds protective netting, fencing, traps or other gear placed by
the municipality in the intertidal zone to enhance the shellfish resource and provide protection
from shellfish predators.
LD 371 – This bill exempts commercial motor vehicles hauling perishable products from the
posted road restrictions the Department of Transportation and the municipalities are otherwise
authorized to put into place at certain times of the year.
LD 372 – With exceptions for recently constructed or recently inspected septic systems, current
law requires a written statement from the seller of property with a septic system within the
shoreland zone that the system has not malfunctioned within the last 180 days and further
requires a full inspection of a septic system located on property being sold or transferred that is
located within the coastal shoreland zone. This bill expands those same requirements to the sale
or transfer of property including a septic system no matter where the property is located in the
state.
LD 375 – This bill establishes a stewardship program for discarded carpets. Following a
relatively standard stewardship program structure (see LD 349), the manufacturers of carpets or
an association of those manufacturers are required to submit a plan to the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) for the establishment of the stewardship program within a year
of the effective date of the legislation. Ten required elements of that plan are detailed in the bill.
Once the submitted plan is approved by the DEP, the operator of the plan will begin
administering the program which allows any carpet retailer, wholesaler, municipality or solid
waste management facility to voluntarily serve as a collection location for discarded carpets. The
operator of the stewardship plan must underwrite all costs of pick-up and transportation from the
collection sites, and the collection sites may not charge fees of any kind to those depositing the
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carpets for the collection service, nor may the operators or collection sites discriminate with
respect to the brand-name carpets they accept or transport. The program is paid for by a separate
assessment, as approved by the DEP, on the sale of all carpets in the state.
LD 377 – This bill establishes the County Jail Drug Rehabilitation and Treatment Grant Program
and an associated dedicated but uncapitalized fund to provide state funding in the form of
matched grants to fund the creation of drug rehabilitation and treatment facilities and programs
within or affiliated with the county or regional jails.
LD 382 – This bill requires the Governor to issue general obligation bonds that have been
already ratified by the voters or will be ratified by the voters in the future unless one of five
specific conditions exist. If one or more of those conditions is determined to exist by the
Governor, the bill requires the Governor to provide certain information to legislative leadership
along with the impacts of delaying or not issuing the ratified bond.
LD 385 – This bill establishes a stewardship program for certain rechargeable batteries.
Following a relatively standard stewardship program structure (see LDs 349 and 375), the
manufacturers of the nickel-cadmium or small sealed lead-acid rechargeable batteries, defined as
“covered batteries”, or an association of those manufacturers are required to submit a plan to the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the establishment of the stewardship
program within a year of the effective date of the legislation. Ten required elements of that plan
are detailed in the bill. Once the submitted plan is approved by the DEP, the operator of the plan
will begin administering the program which allows any covered battery retailer, wholesaler,
municipality or solid waste management facility to voluntarily serve as a collection location for
discarded covered batteries. The operator of the stewardship plan must underwrite all costs of
pick-up and transportation from the collection sites, and the collection sites may not charge fees
of any kind to those depositing the covered batteries for the collection service, nor may the
operators or collection sites discriminate with respect to the brand-name covered batteries they
accept or transport. The program is paid for by a separate assessment, as approved by the DEP,
on the sale of all such covered batteries in the state.
LD 390 – This is the Governor’s proposed biennial budget for the FY 2018-2019 biennium.
The municipally-relevant elements of the budget include:


GA Repeal (Part ZZZ). The Governor’s budget proposes to completely repeal the
state/municipal General Assistance program.



GA & Asylees Amendment (Part HHHH). After entirely repealing the body of
General Assistance law in one section of the budget, a following section of the budget
amends one of the GA statutes, enacted in 2015, that expressly allows certain asylees and
other non U.S. citizens to receive General Assistance benefits. Federal law requires such
an express statutory authority at the state level.
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Revenue Sharing (Part K). In 2015, the Legislature statutorily, but temporarily,
reduced from 5% to 2% the portion of state sales and income tax revenue distributed to
communities under the municipal revenue sharing program. According to current law,
the share of state sales and income tax revenue is restored to 5% in FY 2020. The
Governor’s budget proposes to repeal the restoration to 5% by permanently reducing
transfers to the revenue sharing program at the 2% level.



Homestead Exemption (Part G). Under existing law, both the value of the Homestead
Exemption provided to all qualifying Maine resident homeowners and the amount of state
reimbursement for the lost property tax revenue are scheduled to increase on April 1,
2017. The value of the exemption is to increase from $15,000 to $20,000 and the state
reimbursement from 50% to 62.5%. The Governor’s budget proposes to amend those
scheduled program changes. Beginning on or after April 1, 2017 the Homestead
Exemption would be set at $20,000 but only Maine resident homeowners 65 years of age
or older would qualify. In addition, the state reimbursement for lost property tax revenue
would be reduced from 62.5% to 50%.



BETR to BETE Conversion (Part I). The Governor’s proposed budget seeks to convert
the taxable property currently enrolled in the Business Equipment Reimbursement
Program (BETR) to tax exempt status by transferring its enrollment into the Business
Equipment Tax Exemption Program (BETE) over a four-year period. The conversion
schedule requires that in FY 2018, 25% of the value of the property enrolled in the BETR
program be shifted to the BETE program, in FY 2019, 50% of value, in FY 2020, 75% of
the value, until FY 2021 when 100% of the value of the property enrolled in BETR is
shifted to the BETE program.



Two-way Telecommunications Services (Part H). Under current law, the state is the
taxing authority for two-way telecommunications personal property (e.g., telephone and
broadband infrastructure). As proposed by the Governor, on April 1, 2018 that property
would become taxable at the local level, resulting in a shift of roughly $6.5 million of
annual revenue from the state to the municipalities.



Property Tax Fairness Credit (Part D). Under current law, Maine residents are
eligible for an income tax credit that is equal to 50% of a portion of the property taxes or
rent paid that exceeds 6% of a resident’s income. For individual and married joint
income tax filers, the maximum credit provided to a resident under the age of 65 is $600
and $900 for residents 65 years of age and older. For married individuals that file
separate income tax forms, the maximum credit for a resident under the age of 65 is $300
and $450 for a resident 65 and older.
In the Governor’s proposed budget, for tax years beginning on or after January 1,
2018, Maine residents would be eligible for an income tax credit that is equal to 100% of
a portion of property taxes or rent paid that exceeds 5% of a resident’s income. The
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maximum credit for a resident under 65 years of age would be $750. The maximum
credit for a resident age 65 and older would $1,000. All Maine tax filers age 65 or older
with annual incomes of less than $20,000 would be guaranteed a minimum income tax
credit of $400. Married taxpayers that file separately would not qualify for the property
tax credit.


Income Tax Reduction (Part D). The Governor’s budget proposal over the next three
years would reduce both the number of income tax brackets and the tax rates assessed.
For tax year 2017, the current three brackets of 5.8%, 6.75% and 7.15% would be
retained. In tax year 2018, the Governor is proposing two brackets of 2.75% and 3.15%.
For tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2019, a flat tax rate of 2.75% would be
assessed on all Maine income tax filers (who would all, also, be subject to the 3%
surcharge. See below.).



Surcharge for K-12 Public Education (Part D). As enacted by the voters of Maine at
the November 8, 2016 referendum election, beginning on January 1, 2017 a 3% surcharge
is to be assessed on the portion of taxable income that exceeds $200,000. The revenue
generated by the surcharge was dedicated by the initiative to support K-12 classroom
expenses. The Governor’s budget proposes to delay the implementation of the surcharge
to January 1, 2018, apply the surcharge on all Maine income taxpayers (rather than just
those with an income over $200,000), and repeal the provision adopted by the voters
requiring the revenues to be transferred to the Fund to Advance K-12 Public Education.



Sales Tax on Lodging (Part E). As proposed by the Governor, the sales tax rate for
lodging would be increased from 9% to 10%. The proposal also would require the 10%
sales tax rate to be applied to the sales of rental space procured through the use of an
electronic or internet-based system.



Expanded Sales Tax Base (Part E). With exceptions for business-to-business
transactions, the Governor is proposing to apply the general 5.5% sales tax to the
following services:
o Household services (e.g., interior home decorating, painting, cleaning, property
maintenance, waste management, domestic staffing services, etc.);
o Installation, repair and maintenance services other than for motor vehicles,
watercraft and aircraft;
o Personal services (e.g., all services provided by barber shops, hair salons, massage
parlors, spas, tattoo parlors, etc.);
o Personal property services (e.g., dry cleaning, laundry, vehicle restoration
services, moving services, etc.);
o Recreation and amusement services (e.g., admission to concerts, festivals, athletic
events water and theme parks, golfing, skiing, bowling, etc.), excluding school
sponsored events, admission to agricultural fairs, value of wagers or lottery
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tickets, reasonable and separately stated charges for instruction in art, sport, game
or other recreational activities, and services provided to campers by licensed
youth camps.


Modified Sales Tax Exemption for Nonprofit Organizations (Part E). The proposed
budget seeks to modify the sales tax exemption provided to charitable, nonprofit or other
public purposes to exclude purchases of prepared food, the rental of living quarters, and
the rental or lease of a motor vehicle.



Local Government Efficiency Fund (Part U). The budget includes a $10 million
appropriation - $5 million in each year of the biennium - to capitalize the Fund for the
Efficient Delivery of Local and Regional Services.



Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Educational Services (Part UUU). The budget
includes a $10 million appropriation - $5 million in each year of the biennium - to
capitalize the Fund for the Efficient Delivery of Educational Services. The one-time
funding would be used as an adjustment to school systems willing to implement
regionalized and collaborative educational services delivery systems.



Changing the structure of the state’s 55% K-12 Education funding obligation (Part
C).
o The Governor’s budget proposes to change the state’s “55%” school funding
obligation so that it no longer applies to the total allocation under the Essential
Programs and Services school funding model (EPS), as originally intended.
Instead, under the budget proposal, the 55% standard would apply to the EPS
allocation plus a significant annual payment by the state to cover an unfunded
actuarial liability in the MEPERS system. This change would result in the
state not being obliged to fully fund 55% of the EPS allocation.
o Mill rate expectation. The property tax mill rate expectation is established at
8.29 mills. For comparison purposes, the mill rate expectation for the current
fiscal year is 8.30 mills. As seen immediately below, the local share
obligation is held essentially flat, on paper, because a sizable part of the
funding-model (system administration) is being removed from the model and
will have to be paid 100% with local dollars.
o “System administration”. The component of the EPS model that calculates
each school system’s appropriate cost of “system administration” is repealed
under the proposed budget, thereby eliminating any state subsidy for the costs
associated with the superintendent’s office.
o Change the “minimum subsidy” adjustment. “Minimum receiver” school
systems, that would otherwise receive no state subsidy through the regular
operation of the school funding system, have always been granted a
“minimum subsidy” adjustment. For the current school year, that adjustment
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is 30% of the school’s special education costs, as calculated by the EPS. There
is a schedule in current law, however, to increase the minimum subsidy
adjustment to 35% of the special education costs for the upcoming school year
(FY 2017-2018), and to 40% of those costs in FY 2018-2019, 45% in FY
2019-2020 and level off at 50% of those costs in FY 2020-2021 and
thereafter. The Governor’s proposed budget repeals that transitional ramp and
fixes the minimum subsidy allocation at 33% of the special education costs.
Special Education per-pupil weights. Under the current EPS model, a
school’s special education allocation utilizes a system of giving a 20%
increase (1.2) to the standard per-pupil cost for each special education student.
The Governor’s budget proposes to increase that weighting to 50% (1.5). In
addition, the budget creates a special education budgeting hardship adjustment
that can be provided when unexpected special education enrollments cause
significant school budget disruption.
Title 1 subtractions attached to student-to-teacher ratio changes . The
proposed budget repeals the current policy that subtracts from a school
system’s calculated subsidy the amount of Title 1 money the school receives
from the federal government for additional teaching staff.
As a collateral policy change, and because those federally funded teaching
positions were not included in the original establishment of the EPS model’s
student-to-teacher ratios, those ratios are also changed in the budget. The
current ratios are 17:1, 16:1 and 15:1 for the elementary level, middle school
level and high school level, respectively. The proposed new ratios are 17:1,
17:1 and 16:1.
Development of entirely new school funding model. The proposed budget
directs the Department of Education Commissioner to develop a new school
funding model based on a single statewide teacher contract. The budget
directs the new school funding model to be implemented no later than the FY
2019-2020 school year.



TANF/SSI/SNAP (Parts EEEE, FFFF, GGGG, KKKK). The Governor’s budget
proposes several amendments to the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
program, which could shift greater burdens onto the GA program, if the GA program is
not repealed. The Governor’s proposal would shorten the lifetime limit on TANF
benefits from 60 to 36 months and flatly disqualify persons convicted of drug felonies
from receiving TANF benefits. The proposal would also repeal three separate laws that
expressly authorize the Department of Health and Human Services to provide food
supplement (SNAP), supplemental security income and TANF assistance to certain
asylees and other non U.S. citizens.



100% General Fund Support of State Police Patrol Services (Part NNNNN).
Currently, state police expenses for the patrol of state rural highways, the Maine
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Turnpike and the intestate system is shared between the General Fund (65%) and the
Highway Fund (35%). The Governor’s budget proposes to shift 100% of the funding to
the General Fund, resulting in a $40 million increase in Highway Fund revenues over the
next two years.


County Assessment for Jails (Part V). In 2016, the Legislature relaxed the cap on
property tax assessments for county jail operations by authorizing each of the 16
counties’ established maximum assessments to be annually increased by no more than
3%. That change was enacted without amending a conflicting provision that prohibited
increasing the assessment. The Governor’s proposal allows the counties’ jail-based tax
assessments to municipalities to be greater than the base, but it retains the requirement
that the increase be limited to no more than 3%.



Repeal of State’s “LD1” Reporting Obligation (Part GG). The Governor’s Office of
Policy and Management (OPM) was established in 2011 for the purpose of assisting the
state in achieving long-term state economic goals and improving efficiencies in the
delivery of state services. As proposed by the Governor, many of OPM’s economic
projection and data analysis-related tasks would be reassigned to the Department of
Administration and Financial Services. Of particular interest to municipal officials, the
budget also proposes to repeal OPM’s charge to annually track municipal, county and
school administrative unit progress with the so-called “LD 1” tax burden reduction-goals.



COG & RPC Funding. The Governor’s proposal would reduce from $159,550 to $0 the
state funds provided to Regional Councils of Governments and Regional Planning
Commissions to provide technical, financial and planning assistance to municipalities.



COLA Adjustment for Retirees Suspended (Part HH). The Governor is proposing to
eliminate cost of living adjustments for state employee and teacher retirement benefits in
both FY 2018 and FY 2019.



Coastal Zone Management Program (Part QQ). The Governor is proposing to
transfer oversight and management of the state coastal zone management program from
the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Department of Marine
Services.



Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (Part GGGGG). As proposed in the
budget, oversight authority of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code would be
transferred from the Department of Public Safety to the Department of Economic and
Community Development.



Sealers of Weights and Measures (Part RR). The municipal obligation to appoint a
sealer of weights and measures was repealed in 2014 as part of an effort to cleanse state
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statutes of archaic and unnecessary mandates. In 19th Century language, the Governor’s
budget proposes to reinstate the obligation for the municipality to participate in this
obvious state function, including the establishment of a $10/month fine should the
municipal officers fail to remove an unqualified sealer. The municipal officers would be
authorized to either appoint a local sealer of weights and measures or request that the
state make the appointment on the community’s behalf. Issues of the sealers’
compensation and the liabilities on their “employers” are not covered in the budget
proposal.


Office of Broadband Development (Part W). The budget creates the Office of
Broadband Development within the Department of Economic and Community
Development to replace the ConnectME Authority. The Office would be charged with
expanding broadband services for the purposes of encouraging job creation and
improving accessibility for unserved and underserved communities and populations. The
Office would obtain administrative oversight of the ConnectME Fund and the Municipal
Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund.

2/3/17
LD 393 – This bill provides as a “clarification” that when the Department of Transportation
acquires property by condemnation, neither the Department nor the former property owner are
responsible for paying the property taxes assessed against that property for any prorated period
of time of the tax year after the Department’s acquisition.
LD 397 – This bill requires the additional school subsidy distributed as a result of the school
funding citizen initiative adopted by the voters last November to be distributed entirely on the
basis of each school system’s pupil count and regardless of the school system’s local cost share
expectation.
LD 399 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to revise laws governing environmental protection.
LD 400 – This bill authorizes municipalities to adopt ordinance provisions under the shoreland
zoning law that would allow the construction of a deck on a private residence that extends into
the shoreline setback area provided the deck was no larger than 192 square feet, is for residential
use or storage of small watercraft or portable docks, does not extend over or into the waterbody
or wetland, and the construction of which does not create a cleared opening greater than 250
square feet in the forest canopy.
LD 403 – This bill amends the triggers that apply to conducting a statewide recount of a ballot
question. The bill provides that when the difference between the yes and no votes is 0.25% or
less, the state will cover the costs of the recount. When that yes-and-no differential is greater
than 0.25%, the party requesting the recount must cover the costs of the recount.
LD 409 – This bill makes a number of administrative and clarifying amendments to the laws
governing the Maine Public Employees Retirement System (MEPERS). Among those
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amendments, the bill establishes express tax exempt status to all property owned by MEPERS.
The bill also allows the board member representing the Participating Local Districts (PLD) to be
a person who is either a member or a retired member of the PLD program.
2/6/17
LD 420 – This bill creates an exception to the way a municipality’s certified valuation is used to
determine its “fiscal capacity” for the purpose of school subsidy distribution. Under the terms of
the bill, when a municipality’s valuation declines more than 35% from the preceding year and
the loss in value is attributable to a single taxpayer, the most recent certified valuation must be
used to determine the “fiscal capacity” rather than the preceding three-year rolling average.
LD 421 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to increase funding to the ConnectME Authority
from $1 million to $5 million to expand universal broadband and high-speed internet into rural
areas of the state.
LD 422 – This bill imposes a two year moratorium on new contracts or agreements by consumerowned water utilities, municipalities, state agencies or other governmental entities involving or
allowing the extraction of more than 75,000 gallons of groundwater during any week or more
than 50,000 gallons of groundwater on any day, with an exception for extraction solely for
agricultural use or storage for agricultural use. The bill also establishes a 10-member working
group that is charged during the period of the moratorium to develop the Maine Water Trust.
The working group must develop and recommend laws that establish the control and dominion of
the state government over all groundwater in the state and the trust must be designed to monitor
groundwater levels and quantity, determine the quantities of groundwater that can be accessed
for commercial use, regulate the use of groundwater for commercial purposes and inventory
water infrastructure, including municipal drinking water and wastewater pipelines. The working
group’s report and recommendations must be submitted to the Legislature by January 15, 2019.
LD 423 – This bill appropriates $50,000 from the state’s General Fund to the Maine State
Library to provide mobile wireless hot spot devices to libraries in Washington County.
LD 430 – Current law exempts highway contractors and subcontractors who remove trees during
the performance of contracts for the construction and maintenance of highways from the laws
governing arborists. This bill amends that exemption to make it apply only to the extent those
contractors remain on the ground while removing the trees.
LD 431 – This bill amends the law governing the required notifications and related procedures
associated with harvesting shellfish in flats that are closed for contamination reasons, an
authorized practice when permitted by the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) known as
“depuration harvesting”. For municipalities that have shellfish harvesting conservation programs,
the bill requires the DMR commissioner to provide a copy of a depuration harvesting application
to the municipality, the appropriate regional marine wardens and the municipal shellfish
management committee at least 3 working days before granting the depuration certificate. The
bill also requires the depuration certificate holder to provide the municipality and the appropriate
marine wardens at least 48 hours’ notice prior to commencing the depuration activity, and the
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bill details the specific notification procedures. The bill also amends the fee the person
conducting the depuration harvesting must pay the municipality with the conservation program.
The current fee of 50 cents per harvested bushel is changed to 25% of the current market value.
LD 432 – This bill establishes the first Saturday in May as Maine Community Litter Cleanup
Day.
LD 433 – This bill authorizes a municipality that approves the location of a retail marijuana store
or social club to impose, presumably by ordinance, a local option sales tax that would piggyback
on the 10% state tax that current law imposes on the retail sale of marijuana. The local option
sales tax revenue would be collected and issued to the state treasurer by the retailer in the same
manner as the state sales tax revenue. In conjunction with Maine Revenue Services, the local
option portion of the collected revenue would then be remitted to the municipality.
LD 434 – This bill allows motorcycles, mopeds, bicycles and other “lightweight vehicles” that
are not substantial enough to trigger a traffic control device to proceed cautiously to take a right
hand turn against a red light at an intersection even if governed by ‘No Turn on Red” signage.
LD 435 – This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to study the feasibility and cost
of providing passenger rail service to the City of Bangor.
LD 437 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to enact measures designed to strengthen the laws
concerning transportation infrastructure in the state.
LD 439 – This bill establishes a procedure to allow a voter to be provided ongoing absentee
voter status upon application to the Secretary of State. Upon the Secretary’s approval and
notification to the municipality, the municipal clerk is directed to automatically mail an absentee
ballot to the voter with ongoing status for every election until such a time as the status is
terminated by the Secretary for one (or more) of five reasons listed in the bill.
LD 440 – Current law requires municipal election clerks to designate one or more times during
the 30-day period prior to an election when the municipal election personnel shall be set up in
licensed nursing homes, residential care facilities and assisted housing programs, each with 6 or
more beds, for the purpose of conducting absentee balloting for those facilities’ residents. This
bill extends that requirement to independent living facilities providing housing for senior citizens
as long as the company managing the facility has made a request for that service.
LD 441 – This bill requires any person or entity that contracts with a building owner to engage in
painting, renovation, remodeling, maintenance or repair activity on a building constructed before
1978 to ensure that there will be person on site when the contracted activities are occurring who
holds a particular U.S. Environmental Protection Agency certification. The bill also requires a
person performing maintenance on any multi-unit residential housing, the owner of which
receives public housing assistance or voucher, must be similarly certified.
LD 443 – This bill allows a municipally funded hospital to restrict possession or use of firearms
and firearms-related items on property used by the municipally funded hospital.
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LD 448 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to appropriate funds for research on cancer in
firefighters.
LD 454 – This bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to develop a
uniform recommendation for laboratories to test samples from private drinking water wells for
such substances as arsenic, uranium, manganese, fluoride and radon. The bill directs the state’s
Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory to establish a fee not to exceed $10 per sample to
perform those testing services, and creates a Private Well Safe Drinking Water Fund to accept
that fee revenue and other donations, grants or appropriations from all sources for the purposes
of improving the rate of testing the water in private drinking water wells, educational outreach
programs and to defray DHHS costs in administering the program.
2/7/17
LD 461 – This emergency resolve provides for a legislative review of a rule promulgated by the
Public Utilities Commission, Chapter 220: Removal of Provider of Last Resort Service
Obligation.
LD 463 – This bill makes two substantive changes to the law governing the charges that can be
assessed when prisoners are transferred between “sending” and “receiving” jails and the
limitations on the amount of the annual increase in the assessment on the municipal property
taxpayers to cover the cost of jail operations. With respect to the transfer of prisoners between
the sending and receiving jails, the bill repeals the existing language that imposes certain
limitations and straightforwardly allows the receiving jails to charge a per-diem rate up to $108.
With respect to the year-to-year limitation on the assessments on the assessments on the
municipal tax base, the bill restricts the annual growth to no more than the county’s “LD 1”
assessment limit. Current law restricts the annual growth to either the LD 1 limit or 3%,
whichever is less.
2/8/17
LD 466 – This bill establishes as an unlawful employment practice the actions of an employer
subjecting an employee to an abusive work environment. The bill defines the terms “abusive
conduct”, “abusive work environment” and other terms defining the nature of an abusive work
environment, establishes standards of employer liability and vicarious liability (related to the
unaddressed actions of abusive employees), establishes standards governing employer and
employee defenses, etc.
LD 467 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $5 million bond issue to support
improvements to sea level prediction models by providing more detailed mapping of coastal
zones and monitoring sea level changes in order to mitigate the impact of rising sea levels.
LD 469 – This bill directs the Department of Environmental Protection to develop a generally
applicable regulatory standard that addresses the impact of sea level change and increased storm
surges on coastal resources and to apply that standard to the various related activities under its
jurisdiction.
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LD 474 – This bill provides for the reimbursement of a public safety answering point’s (PSAP)
training costs for a dispatcher who finds employment at another PSAP within 5 years of
completion of training by the Emergency Services Communication Bureau. The level of required
reimbursement for the full costs of the training is prorated depending on the number of years that
have passed since the conclusion of the training and the start date of the new-found employment.
LD 475 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to require a law enforcement officer who has
administered Naracan to a person to provide the name and contact information for that person to
the nearest publically funded mental health treatment provider, and further requires the treatment
provider to contact the person who received the Narcan so as to provide that person with
available treatment options.
LD 478 – This “concept draft” resolve proposes to continue the efforts of the Department of
Health and Human Services to conduct a rate study initiated in 2016 to account for MaineCare
provider costs related to ambulance services and to assess the feasibility of MaineCare
reimbursing for community paramedicine services.
LD 480 – This bill repeals the three sections of law that, pursuant to a state authorization
requirement in federal law, provide eligibility to certain non-U.S. citizens (e.g., asylees) for
TANF, SNAP and SSI benefits.
LD 488 – This bill authorizes a municipality by ordinance to allow grocery stores with no more
than 10,000 square feet of interior customer selling space to be open on Easer Day, Thanksgiving
Day and Christmas Day.
LD 489 – Under current law there is a “rebuttable presumption” in Workers’ Compensation law
that if a municipal firefighter contracts one of ten types of cancer, the cancer was contracted as a
result of that person’s employment as a firefighter and the claim is compensable. This bill
amends that law to establish the presumption as conclusive rather than rebuttable, so the
compensability of the cancer claim would be automatic.
LD 492 – This bill is designed to restore the percentage of state sales and income tax revenue
dedicated to the municipal revenue sharing program to its historic 5% level rather than the
temporary 2% level that was enacted into law in 2015. The bill ramps up to the 5% level over a
three year period by restoring the 5% standard in law more or less immediately but authorizing
the state to “transfer” specific amounts of revenue out of the revenue sharing program and into
the state’s General Fund for the remainder of FY 2018 and throughout FY 2019.
LD 493 – This bill creates an excise tax of 1 cent per 25 gallons of groundwater or surface water
extracted from springs or other underground sources by a bottled water operator that extracted
more than 1 million gallons in the previous calendar year if the water is packaged for sale. The
excise tax revenue is dedicated to the Maine Water Quality Testing and Monitoring Fund,
established by this bill. 85% of the resources in that Fund is dedicated to well water testing
programs and 15% is dedicated to lake water quality monitoring and support.
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LD 499 – This bill allows municipalities by ordinance to prohibit the location of retail marijuana
establishments and retail marijuana social clubs within any youth congregation “safe zone”
designated by the municipality.
LD 500 – This bill authorizes a municipality or a group of municipalities to form a transportation
corridor district for the purposes of funding public transportation and accessibility needs,
including passenger rail, ferry, bus, bicycle and pedestrian facilities and routes, and promoting
economic development at transportation station areas and in downtown areas. The bill details the
district formation procedures, which include required public hearings with notice provided to all
property owners within the proposed district and notice to municipalities adjoining the proposed
district and the Department of Transportation. The creation of a transportation corridor district
requires the approval of voters in each participating municipality by referendum.
2/9/17
LD 511 – Under current law governing improper contact with a family or household member
prior to the setting of preconviction bail, a person who is notified by county jail staff not to
contact the family or household member but who nonetheless makes the contact is in violation.
This bill provides the same consequences of violation when the person is so-notified by a law
enforcement officer.
LD 513 – This bill provides an income tax exemption for the retirement benefits provided under
state, local or federal government retirement plans that are based on employment compensation
for which contributions are not made to the federal Social Security system.
LD 516 – This bill requires a law enforcement agency that commits a prisoner to the sheriff’s
charge prior to arraignment on a nonviolent Class D or Class E crime to reimburse the sheriff for
each day that the prisoner is held by the sheriff prior to arraignment and to pay a one-time
surcharge of $50. The per-diem rate to be paid by the law enforcement agency is the same perdiem rate established by the Department of Corrections for the purposes of funding county jail
operations.
LD 518 – This bill amends General Assistance (GA) law with respect to the responsibility of
certain relatives to financially contribute toward the costs of burial or cremation of deceased
person determined potentially eligible for GA. To the current list of responsible relatives, the bill
adds the decedent’s spouse or domestic partner. The bill also strikes the provision of current law
that restricts potentially responsible relatives to persons who live or own property in Maine.
LD 520 – This bill sends to the voters a proposed $100 million bond issue for the provision of
broadband internet service in unserved and underserved areas of the state through the
ConnectME Authority (or successor organization) partnerships with private, municipal and
nongovernmental service providers.
LD 535 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to make the activity of flying an unmanned aerial
vehicle into the airspace over or crossing the boundary of another person’s property and
recording or videotaping or otherwise violating the privacy of the property owner a form of
trespass.
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LD 539 – This bill allows municipalities or regional shellfish management committees to
designate conservation areas where harvesting any marine organism is prohibited. The
conservation areas, in aggregate, may not exceed 10% of the total harvestable area in the
intertidal zone, and must be marked with signs that identify the municipality or regional shellfish
management committee that designated the area and indicate the purpose of the area.
LD 540 – This bill amends the laws governing municipal and multi-municipal comprehensive
planning to add an additional goal in the list of goals which form the foundation of the growth
management law. The additional goal is to plan for the effects in sea level on buildings,
transportation infrastructure, sewage treatment facilities and other relevant infrastructure
proximate to the coastal area. In the section of law detailing the elements of a comprehensive
plan, the bill authorizes coastal municipalities to include projections regarding changes in seal
level and the potential effects of the rise in sea level on those same types of infrastructure.
LD541 – This bill repeals the current system used by the State Tax Assessor to calculate the
commercial forestry excise tax and establishes a flat 26 cents per acre tax for that purpose. As
does the current law, the bill exempts the state, municipalities and the federal government from
the excise tax.
LD 545 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to ensure that unorganized townships and
plantations maintain local control under laws legalizing marijuana.
2/14/17
LD 549 – This bill prohibits the Land Use Planning Commission from requiring proof that a
preexisting, grandfathered nonconforming use legally existed more than 20 years.
LD 554 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to require employers to create a parental leave
policy to provide certain full-time employees who become parents through child birth or
adoption with additional flexibility and time to be with their new children, adjust to new family
situations and balance professional obligations.
LD 559 – With exceptions for recently constructed or recently inspected septic systems, current
law requires a full inspection of a septic system located on property being sold or transferred that
is located within the coastal shoreland zone. This bill expands those same requirements to the
sale or transfer of property including a septic system in all shoreland zones, not just the coastal
shoreland areas.
LD 564 – This resolution sends out to the voters a proposed amendment to the state’s
Constitution that would increase the number of registered voters’ signatures required to advance
a citizen initiative. The current requirement is 10% of the total vote for Governor in the most
recent gubernatorial election. The proposed amendment would increase it to 15% of the total
vote for President in the most recent presidential election.
LD 565 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to address issues related to the opiate addiction
crisis in Maine.
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2/15/17
LD 568 – Under existing election law, the term “independent” is used as the political designation
for a candidate who is not enrolled in a qualified or proposed party. This bill would prohibit the
use of “independent” as the political designation. The bill also prohibits a candidate who intends
to form a new party to be placed on the ballot by petition. Instead, the candidate would be
required to follow the existing procedures for forming new parties.
LD 569 – This resolve provides for legislative review of a “major substantive” rule of the
Department of Defense Veterans and Emergency Management, Chapter 5, Maine Disaster
Recovery Fund. The proposed rule governs the process for the expenditure of funds from the
Disaster Recovery Fund, and establishes priorities for expenditure of the Fund among the uses
authorized by statute including aid to individuals, families and municipalities and low-interest
loans to businesses.
2/16/17
LD 571 – As enacted by Maine voters, beginning on January 1, 2017 a 3% surcharge is to be
assessed on the portion of taxable income that exceeds $200,000 and the funds used to support
K-12 education classroom expenses. This “concept draft” bill proposes to repeal and replace the
funding source. As proposed, the tax revenue generated from the sales of recreational marijuana
products, except for the amount retained for training law enforcement personnel and used to
develop the regulations and rules, is dedicated to fund K-12 public education. In addition, all
surplus state revenue generated by growth in Maine’s economy is similarly dedicated until the
state reaches its 55% cost obligation.
LD 574 – Under existing law, a person without a concealed weapons permit who is carrying a
concealed handgun is required to immediately inform a law enforcement officer of the presence
of the firearm during the course of an arrest, detainment or routine traffic stop. This bill
eliminates the requirement that a law enforcement officer be informed of the concealed handgun
in the course of detainment or routine traffic stop.
LD 576 – Under existing law, the state funds 75% of the closure costs for landfills licensed to
operate on or before September 1, 1989. This bill provides that if an application for a license
was received on or before September 1, 1989 and approved by the commissioner of the
Department Environmental Protection within one year of receipt of the application, the landfill is
also eligible for state funding.
LD 584 – This bill establishes the Fund for Municipalities To Improve Pedestrian Safety, to be
administered by the Department of Transportation as a program within the Highway Fund. The
funds allocated to the program must be used for pedestrian safety improvements, including, but
not limited to, lights, paint, signs, speed bumps and reconstruction of intersections. A
municipality or group of municipalities may apply for funding for up to two-thirds of the cost of
a qualifying project. The Department is further directed to adopt the rules necessary to award the
funds according to a competitive rating system. Beginning January 15, 2018 and biennially
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thereafter, the Department is required to report to the Transportation Committee on the
implementation and operation of the pedestrian safety fund.
LD 588 – Under existing law, a law enforcement agency or association is prohibited from
soliciting donations from the general public for the direct benefit of a law enforcement officer, or
an immediate family member, suffering from a catastrophic illness. A law enforcement agency
or association may host ticketed funding-raising events or make general public solicitations for
donations through public announcements or paid advertisements, provided that the tickets are
sold by, and the donations sent to, a designated public benefit corporation. This bill removes the
designated public benefit corporation requirement, allowing law enforcement agencies and
associations to engage directly in the fund-raising activities. The bill also explicitly prohibits
door-to-door solicitation.
LD 590 – This bill sends out to the voters a proposed $50 million bond issue to provide funds for
investment in railroad infrastructure to expand passenger rail services, with a priority for railroad
track corridors that could support passenger and freight intermodal operations and enhance the
movement of agricultural products.
LD 591 – This bill authorizes municipalities to adopt local ordinances requiring vehicle
operators to yield the right-of-way to buses.
LD 595 – This bill prohibits a law enforcement officer from ordering subordinates, pursuant to
federal law or regulation or executive order of the President of the United States, to seize or
confiscate a firearm, firearm accessory or ammunition in the possession of a Maine resident.
The first offense is a civil violation punishable by a fine of $1,000. Second and subsequent
violations are designated as Class D crimes. This provision does not apply to the seizure or
confiscation of firearms, firearms accessories or ammunition used in the commission of a Class
A, B or C crime or an enforcement action against suspected drug trafficking or organized
criminal activities.
LD 596 – Similar to the laws regarding alcohol, this bill makes consuming marijuana or
possessing an open container of marijuana in the passenger area of a motor vehicle a traffic
infraction.
LD 597 – This bill makes the reimbursement rate for transfers of inmates from a county jail to
another county jail or to the Department of Corrections equal to the federal reimbursement rate
for housing prisoners, but no less than $90 per diem per prisoner.
LD 598 – This bill removes the requirement that a person who is carrying a concealed handgun
without a permit to inform a law enforcement officer of that fact during the course of an arrest,
detainment or routine traffic stop (see, also, LD 574).
LD 599 – This bill increases the classification of the assault of a law enforcement officer,
firefighter or emergency medical care provider from a Class C to Class B crime. The bill also
extends the hate crime sentencing laws to a defendant who has committed a crime against a law
enforcement officer, firefighter or emergency medical care provider because of that person’s
status as a first responder.
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LD 600 – This resolve directs the commissioner of the Department of Public Safety to establish a
one-year grant program to assist law enforcement agencies to acquire and train drug-detecting
dogs. The Department is authorized to provide grants to not more than 10 law enforcement
agencies to pay of the cost and training of the dog and drug detection training and certification
for the law enforcement officer handling the dog. The commissioner is directed to adopt the
rules for the program by January 1, 2018 and award the grants by April 1, 2018.
LD 601 – This bill repeals provisions in existing K-12 school funding law that requires school
administrative units and private schools to pay for teacher retirement, shifting the costs of all
premiums back to the state.
LD 607 – This bill requires mental health crisis intervention teams or agencies to enter into a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with law enforcement agencies providing services in the
area of the state served by the team or agency. The MOU must be effective for 3 years, renewed
every three years and include a description of the: (1) internal process the law enforcement
agency uses to identify a person in need of mental health crisis services; (2) protocol the law
enforcement agency uses to share a contact report with a crisis intervention team or agency; (3)
process the crisis intervention team or agency uses to receive the report; (4) protocol the crisis
intervention team or agency uses to communicate with a person in need of services; and (5)
procedures used to convene quarterly multidisciplinary team meetings to review experiences and
discuss opportunities for improvement.
LD 618 – This “concept draft” resolve proposes to authorize the Mount Hunger area of the Town
of Gray to proceed with the secession process.
LD 619 – This “concept draft” resolve proposes to authorize the west side of Little Sebago Lake
of the Town of Gray to proceed with the secession process.
LD 622 – This bill clarifies that the Maine Harbormasters’ Association or its successor
organization is the entity that provides the required training for the harbor masters and deputy
harbor masters appointed or reappointed by municipalities.
LD 623 – This bill changes the noncommercial automobile inspection requirement from an
annual to a biennial inspection.
LD 625 – This bill prohibits a retail marijuana establishment or social club from being located
within 2,000 feet of a house of public worship or property associated with a house of public
worship.
LD 626 – This bill distributes 25% of tax revenues from the sales of marijuana and related
products to the counties for county jail operations. The funds must be used to supplement and
not supplant other sources of jail operations funding.
LD 628 – Current law provides that a subdivision is not created by the transfer of any interest in
land to the owner of land abutting that land, unless the intent of the transferor is to avoid the
objectives of the law governing subdivisions. That law further provides that a subdivision is
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created if the land that was transferred is again transferred within 5 years to another person
without all of the merged land. This bill retains the first qualification but repeals the second.
LD 631 – This bill requires an operator of an all-terrain vehicle who travels more than 500 yards
on a public way designated as an ATV-access route to possess a valid driver’s license and motor
vehicle liability insurance for the ATV.
LD 634 – This “concept draft” bill proposes to provide solutions to combat addiction to heroin,
opioids and other illegal drugs through enforcement, prevention and treatment.
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