
 

 
 

An Act to Require 100% State Funding for the Special Education Costs for All School 
Administrative Units 

 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §15689, as amended by PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §§49, 50 (AMD), is 
further amended to read: 
§15689.  Adjustments to state share of total allocation 

Beginning July 1, 2005, adjustments to the state share of the total allocation must be made 
as set out in this section.   

1.  Minimum state allocation.  Each school administrative unit must be guaranteed a 
minimum state share of its total allocation that is an amount equal to the greater of the 
following: 

A.  The sum of the following calculations: 
(1)  Multiplying 5% of each school administrative unit's essential programs and 
services per-pupil elementary rate by the average number of resident kindergarten to 
grade 8 pupils as determined under section 15674, subsection 1, paragraph C, 
subparagraph (1); and 
(2)  Multiplying 5% of each school administrative unit's essential programs and 
services per-pupil secondary rate by the average number of resident grade 9 to grade 
12 pupils as determined under section 15674, subsection 1, paragraph C, subparagraph 
(1); and   

B.  The school administrative unit's special education costs as calculated pursuant to section 
15681‑A, subsection 2 multiplied by the following transition percentages: 

(1)  In fiscal year 2005-06, 84%; 
(2)  In fiscal year 2006-07, 84%; 
(3)  In fiscal year 2007-08, 84%; 
(4)  In fiscal year 2008-09, 45%; 
(5)  In fiscal year 2009-10, 40% including funds provided under Title XIV of the State 
Fiscal Stabilization Fund of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009; 
(6)  In fiscal year 2010-11, 35% including funds provided under Title XIV of the State 
Fiscal Stabilization Fund of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009; 
(7)  In fiscal year 2011-12, 30%; 
(8)  In fiscal year 2012-13, 30%; 
(9)  In fiscal year 2013-14, 35%; 
(10)  In fiscal year 2014-15, 30%; 
(11)  In fiscal year 2015-16, 30%; 
(12)  In fiscal year 2016-17, 30%; 
(13)  In fiscal year 2017-18, 33%; 



 

 
 

(14)  In fiscal year 2018-19, 40%; 
(15)  In fiscal year 2019-20, 45%; and 
(16) In fiscal years 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-2025 and 
succeeding years, 50%, and. 
(17) In fiscal year 2025-2026 and succeeding years, 100%.  

    
These funds must be an adjustment to the school administrative unit's state and local allocation 
after the state and local allocation has been adjusted for debt service pursuant to subsection 2.  
Beginning July 1, 2007, these funds must be an adjustment to the school administrative unit's state 
and local allocation in addition to the state and local allocation that has been adjusted for debt 
service pursuant to subsection 2.  
 

Summary 
As provided for in the school finance laws, except for minimum receiving school administrative 
units, the state is required to fund 100% of a school administrative unit’s special education cost 
(20-A MRSA §15753) as calculated by 20-A MRSA §15681.  This bill would apply the same 
special education reimbursement formulas to minimum receivers.      


